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Prelude 
 
Welcome 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath Candles 
 
SONG:  
(Advent Candles will be lit while we sing – one for each verse, 
recalling the Advent journey of the Sunday community here) 

 
1. God of mystery, 

whom words cannot contain,  
and minds cannot explain, 
Love is your name. 

 
2. God of sun and moon 

of dawn and darkest night, 
of shadows and of light, 
Joy is your name. 

 
3. God of galaxies, 

of stars yet to be born, 
of stellar wind and storm, 
Peace is your name. 

 
4. God of deep desire, 

of tenderness and tears, 
of darkness and of fears, 
Hope is your name.      

             
  Words: Helen Wiltshire 

Tune: ‘Beechwood’ - Josiah Booth 
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We pray together the words in bold: 
 
All: O Holy One 

we come in humility and awe, 
waiting on Wisdom, 
Holy Sophia, 
to reveal to us her way. 

 
Leader: She, incarnate in Jesus, 

embodied in cells and centipedes, 
woos us with a wink 
into an unknown and unknowable future: 
except that it shall be delightful, 
for She is delighted by creation; 
and it shall be beautiful, 
for beauty is the path She walks; 
and it shall be good, 

 for She is the irrepressible goodness of creation; 
and it shall be just, 
for She is outraged by oppression, 
of all Her children, 
human and other-than-human. 

 
All:  O Holy One 

we turn now from our foolish ways 
to walk the way of Wisdom – 
lightly, lovingly – upon and as  
this beautiful  

  green planet.  Amen. 
 

Words: Bruce Sanguin 
 
 
 
 
The Christ candle is lit 
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SONG: ‘O Come, Christ Sophia’ 
 
1. O come, Christ-Sophia, full of grace and wisdom; 

Come bless us, come challenge us to make life anew. 
Come bring us power, beauty, hope and harmony. 

 
Refrain:  O come, now Christ Sophia, 

 O come, now Christ Sophia 
 O come, now Christ Sophia, 
 Wisdom and peace. 
 
2. We long for your coming, labor for your birthing. 

For you are our hope of peace, our power for change. 
Come Christ-Sophia, break down walls and free us. Refrain 

 
3. Rejoice all you people, sisters, brothers, join now 

To sing of a bright new day just dawning for all. 
Sing now a new song, sing with jubilation. Refrain 

 
Words: Jann Aldredge-Clanton 

Tune: ‘Adeste Fideles’ Samuel Webbe 
 
Wisdom as courage 
 
Leader:  We celebrate Wisdom’s gift to the world: 

Women of courage shining like stars. 
 

Voice 1: Aung San Suu Kyi, from Myanmar who continues to 
inspire others with her belief in the power of non-violent 
action. 

 
Voice 2:  Malala Yousafzai, Pakistani schoolgirl, full of courage and 

determination; not giving in to the fears she must have felt. 
 
All:  May courage be born in women and men  
 in the world today. 
 May children be inspired. 
 
The first candles are lit   
 
All:  We celebrate courage 
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SONG: ‘Dream a Dream’ 
 
1. Dream a dream, a hopeful dream,  

as children do on Christmas Eve,  
imaginings, surprising things  
to hold and to believe.   

 
2. Dream a time, this Christmas time,  

when no one's hungry or afraid;  
that weapons go and harvests grow,  
that friends are met and made.   

 
3. Dream a peace, our planet's peace,  

the greening of the earth at play,  
the holy ground where life is found,  
where God has touched the clay.   

 
4. Dream a gift, the Christmas gift  

that changes everything we see:  
the shimmering of angel wing,  
the Child, the Mystery. 

 
Words: Shirley Erena Murray 

Tune: ‘Dreamtime’ - Nigel Eastgate 
 
Wisdom as compassion 
 
Leader: We celebrate Wisdom’s gift to the world of compassionate 
   women, providing shelter and protection: 
 
Voice 3:  Mum Shirl (Shirley Smith) a Wiradjuri woman from 

 Erambie Reserve in NSW.  “Mum” to many indigenous 
 prisoners in jail. She worked to improve the lives of 
 Indigenous Australians: was a founding member of the  
 Aboriginal Legal service, the Aboriginal Medical  service, 
the Tent Embassy and the Aboriginal Children’s service 
– all still working today. 
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Voice 4: Camila Batmanghelidjh, an Iranian woman who 
dedicated her life to caring for young people without a 
family to look after them. She was dyslexic and 
regarded by many as an “oddball”.  After the Iranian 
revolution she moved to England. Here she founded 
Place2Be and Kids Company, organisations 
committed to supporting young people through tough 
times. She inspired politicians, companies, 
communities and together, with volunteers provides 
unrelenting love to kids who need it. She was named 
as one of the 100 most powerful women in the UK. 

 
All:  May compassion and dedication be born  

in women and men today. 
 May children be safe and protected 
 
The second candles are lit. 
 
All: We celebrate compassion 
 
 
SONG: “Star Child” 
 
1. Star-Child, earth-Child, 

go-between of God, 
love Child, Christ Child, 
heaven’s lightning rod, 

 
Refrain: This year, this year, 

 let the day arrive 
 when Christmas comes for everyone, 
 everyone alive! 
 
2. Street child, beat child, 

no place left to go, 
hurt child, used child 
no one wants to know,  Refrain 
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3. Grown child, old child 
mem’ry full of years, 
sad child, lost child, 
story told in tears,   

 
Refrain: This year, this year, 
 let the day arrive 
 when Christmas comes for everyone, 
 everyone alive! 

 
4. Spared child, spoiled child, 

having, wanting more, 
wise child, faith child, 
knowing joy in store,   Refrain 

 
5. Hope-for-peace Child, 

God’s stupendous sign, 
down-to-earth Child, 
Star of stars that shine,    Refrain 

 
Words: Shirley Erena Murray 

Tune: ‘Star-Child’ - Carlton Young 
 
 

Wisdom in creativity 
 
Leader: We celebrate Wisdom’s gift to the world of 

creative women: 
women who have pushed the boundaries and 
broken the rules. 
 

Voice 1: Clara Stone, Margaret Whyte and Laura Fowler, 
Australia’s first medical graduates, who overcame fierce 
opposition from their male counterparts. 

 
Voice 2: Miles Franklin, Judith Wright, Elizabeth Jolley, Alexis 

Wright and many other writers.  
Margaret Olley, Adelaide Perry, Grace Cossington Smith 
and many other visual artists. 
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All:  May creative action be born in women and men in the 
world today 
May children be free. 

 
The third candles are lit. 
 
All: We celebrate creativity 
 
SONG: ‘Carol of the Birds’  
 
1. Out on the plains the brolgas are dancing 

Lifting their feet like warhorses prancing 
Up to the sun the woodlarks go winging 
Faint in the dawn light echoes their singing 
Orana! Orana! Orana to Christmas Day. 
 

2. Down where the tree ferns grow by the river 
There where the waters sparkle and quiver 
Deep in the gullies bell-birds are chiming 
Softly and sweetly their lyric notes rhyming 
Orana! Orana! Orana to Christmas Day. 
 

3. Friar birds sip the nectar of flowers 
Currawongs chant in wattle tree bowers 
In the blue ranges lorikeets calling 
Carols of bush birds rising and falling 
Orana! Orana! Orana to Christmas Day. 

 
(‘Orana’ is an Aboriginal word that means ‘welcome’) 
 

Words and Music: William James and  
John Wheeler 
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Wisdom in equality 
 
Leader:  We celebrate Wisdom’s gift to the world of women 

activists who have worked passionately for recognition of 
the rights of all creatures. 

 
Voice 3: Gloria Steinem, noted promoter of women’s liberation 

and also animal liberationist.  Jane Goodall and Dian 
Fossey, whose work has led to increased understanding 
and conservation of primates and their habitats. 

 
Voice 4:  Vandana Shiva, Indian environmental activist, who has 

worked hard to link traditional agricultural practices and 
women’s involvement to improve the way that food is 
produced, always seeking to protect biodiversity. 

 
All:   May passion for justice for all life be born  

in women and men today. 
 May children love and respect all life. 
 
The fourth candles are lit. 
 
All: We celebrate the richness and diversity of all life. 
 
 
 
Wisdom in Bethlehem and in us 
 
SONG: ‘Who is the child that is to be born” 
 
1. Who is the child that is to be born,         

who is the child?  
Less than a wisp of straw in a stable,  
brighter than the sun, the light from his candle,         
this is the Christ,         
this is the Christ,         
this is the Christ!   
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2. Who is to sing the song of his birth,         
who is to sing?  
All whom the story touches and changes,  
hopeful and healed, whom love rearranges,         
these know the song,         
these know the song,         
these know the song.   

 
3. Who is to dance the dance of his birth,         

who is to dance?  
Limbs that are leased a life into freedom,  
hands that will hold the world in a welcome,         
these know the dance,         
these know the dance,         
these know the dance.   

 
4. Who are to be the bearers of Christ,         

who are they now?  
All who give birth to lively compassion,  
carrying peace as dearest possession,         
these bear the Christ,         
these bear the Christ,         
these bear the Christ. 

 Words: Shirley Erena Murray  
Tune: ‘Liam’ – Colin Gibson 

 
‘Turning Point of Time’                       Words: Neil Quintrell 
 
READING based on Gospel of Luke 2:1-20 
  
‘The Point of the Process’  
 
Now, O Holy One, 
We enter sacred time, time suspended, 
when history surrenders to mystery,  
and we ourselves are taken in, 
and taken up by a love story. 
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For this, the universe bursts into being. 
For this, the galaxies shine – 
lights strung upon a Christmas cosmos. 
For this, supernovas make sacrifice 
and our sun pours itself out 
in the service of life. 
For this, the march of life on Earth 
makes its exuberant procession – 
now present in lowing cattle, 
in a single shining star, 
in shepherds and angels, 
and in proud parents – 
to a Bethlehem stable. 
 
And on this holy night, 
no less, 
does the cosmos coalesce in us 
as we take our place 
on the stage of sacred mystery 
to celebrate the point of it all – 
that you, Holy One, 
come to us in self-emptying love 
the moment we enter  
the mystery of this Christmas birth.    
 

Words: Bruce Sanguin 
 
 
 
(the baby Jesus is placed in the stable) 
 
(the people come and light a candle from the Christ candle and return 
with it, lit to their seats while ‘Silent Night’ is played) 
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Leader: We celebrate Wisdom present with us.  
We celebrate those, like Mary, who bear Wisdom. 
May that same sacred Wisdom present in Jesus 
be born in women and men today. 
May children sing with Holy Wisdom 

 
All: We have lit our candles as a sign  
  of all that we hope for;  
  for ourselves and for our world.  
 

Blessing    

All stand and say the blessing together  

Deep peace of the sparkling southern stars 
Deep peace of the cicada symphony 
Deep peace of the fragrant earth 
Deep peace of the gentle summer 
Deep peace of the ever present Sophia be with us 
 

Postlude and offering for the Christmas Bowl 

 
Resources used: 
Sarlos, E. & Lee, G. Amazing Babes Australia:Scribe 2013 
Sanguin, B If Darwin Prayed Vancouver: Evans and Sanguin, 2010 
 
LisenSing 604747  
 
Service prepared by Jean Ross and Louise Johnson 
With thanks to Betty Dodemaide for the music 


